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serious religion ; into an attitude of mind in which, without
unsaying anything he had said against narrowness of creed
and inconsistency of practice, without stating any definite
doctrine of the after life, or adopting any sectarian dogma,
he regarded the fear of God and the revelation of the
Divine Spirit as great facts, and motives not to be neglected
in the study of history, as the groundwork of civilisation
and the guide of progress.

Early in 1879 the Rev. F. A. Malleson, vicar of Broughton,
near Cpniston, had asked him to write, for the Furness
Clerical Society's Meetings, a series of letters on the Lord's
Prayer. In them he dwelt upon the need of living faith
in the Fatherhood of God, and childlike obedience to the
commands of old-fashioned religion and morality. He
criticised the English liturgy as compared with mediaeval
forms of prayer ; and pressed upon his hearers the strongest
warnings against evasion, or explaining away of stern
duties and simple faiths. He concluded : " No man more
than I has ever loved the place where God's honour dwells,
or yielded truer allegiance to the teaching of His evident
servants. No man at this time grieves more for the damage
of the Church which supposes him her enemy, while she
whispers procrastinating pax vobiscum in answer to the
spurious kiss of those who would fain toll curfew over the
last fires of English faith, and watch the sparrow find nest
where she may lay her young, around the altars of the
Lord."

But if the Anglican Church refused him, the Roman
Church was eager to claim him. His interest in mediaeval-
ism seemed to point him out as ripe for conversion.
Cardinal Manning, an old acquaintance, showed him special
attention, and invited him to charming t$te-a-tite luncheons.
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